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OCTOBER 
 
10/11-12     Brighton Competitive Trail Rides.  (Howell, MI) MUST PRE-ENTER RIDE BY 9/29/07.  Fri.  3-day 75/35/25 

Comp., Sat. 35, 25 Comp., Sun. 25 Comp.  Lisa Germann, 6529 Milan-Oakville Rd., Milan, MI  48160.  734-439-
5616.  woodlandG@peoplepc.com 

10/17-19     Point Chaser.  (Hinckley, MN)  Fri.  2-Day 100/50 End., 30 LD, 30 Comp., Sat., 50 End., 30 LD, 30 Comp., Sun., 30 
LD, 30 Comp., 15 Novice.  Holly & Bob Egerer, 18987 County Road 45, Clearwater, MN  55320.  320-558-6820.  
ENTRIES RECEIVED AFTER 10/10 PAY ADDITIONAL $5.00. 

 
You can download ride flyers & entry forms for any of the rides listed at www.umecra.com 

 
 
 
November 8:   UMECRA Board Meeting at Antiqua Bay Hotel, Wisconsin Dells.  Meeting starts at 10 a.m.  
 
January 24-25:  UMECRA Convention and Annual Meeting, Antiqua Bay Hotel, Wisconsin Dells.  See inside for details. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

���*���(/+/�*(0122�   
 
The following positions are open to election in January.   
 
1.  Vice President- two year term 
 
2.  Secretary-treasurer- two year term 
 
3.  Regional Directors for Michigan and Illinois (two year term) 1 

director for each state 
 
4.  Director at Large – two year term 
 
5.  Newsletter editor- two year term (elected by BOD not general 

vote) 
 
6.  Points keeper- two year term (elected by BOD not general 

vote) 
 
7.  Sanctioning coordinator (elected by BOD not general vote) 
 
8.  Webmaster (elected by BOD not general vote) 
 
 Any UMECRA member who is interested in any of these posi-
tions should submit a letter of interest to the newsletter 
(UMECRAnews@gmail.com) in the months of Oct, Nov or Dec.  
All nominees will need to be present at the annual meeting in 
January to be nominated; all nominees are also required to deliver 
a short speech covering their interest and qualifications.  
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Tali:  Married for 16 years to my husband Den-
nis.  We have one son 9 years old, Devin.  I 
work at Haworth in Douglas, Michigan.  Give 
riding lessons on the side. 
Terri:  I work as an accountant for a nonprofit 
organization in Northeast Minneapolis. My 
husband Jay and I live on a 10 acre hobby farm 
just north of Elk River with our five dogs, 2 
barn cats, and three horses. We have a son, Ja-
son who lives in Wisconsin with his wife and 
three children. 
Taryn:  Veterinarian and certified veterinary 
acupuncturist.  I've just started my own house-
call/farm-call acupuncture-only practice, Seren-
ity Veterinary Acupuncture in Duluth, Minne-
sota. My family is my 3 dogs: Berlin, Kelso & 
Killian, and 3 horses: Red, Rhio, & Cricket. 
T.J.:  Retired in 2003 as Conservation Warden 
Supervisor for the Upper St. Croix Basin Law 
Enforcement Team.  Presently a Christmas 
Tree Farmer.  Married to my first wife for 33 
years.  Two daughters:  Katheryn who is a po-
lice canine officer and Margaret who got me 
into riding and has managed to keep me broke. 
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Tali:  I met a neighbor Julie Roe who intro-
duced distance riding to me.  I didn't know how 
lucky I was to live so close {7 miles} to such a 
legend of this sport.  She taught me all I know. 

Terri:  My neighbor Bev Specht bugged 
me for years to try it- I finally did because 
I wanted to ride my horses more than I 
was. 
Taryn:  My friend, training buddy, and 
transportation to rides - Jodi Johannessen - 
got me started/addicted to this great sport.  
My first season competing was 2004. 
T.J.:  I started riding in 1996 and in '99 I 
was doing some long and fast trail rides 
with some local ladies that had gone to 2-3 
endurance rides.  They told me about en-
durance riding and it piqued my interest.  
In 2000 I went to the Sand Dunes Ride and 
did two comp rides and was hooked. 
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Tali:  I've not yet managed a ride; how-
ever, I would like to some day.  I have 3 
Arabs that I'm competing this year.  Pro 
Caliber who was once a show horse for 
western pleasure.  Phoenix, I've had since 
he was a baby.  Last but not least LA Ac-
celant who was a country english pleasure 
horse who didn't like his job.  Seems to 
enjoy the trail so far. 
Terri:  I have two Arabian geldings that I 
compete with. Jaq is a long legged chestnut 
with white socks. He is a blast to ride with 

a big trot. He just goes down the trail not 
really paying attention to much of any-
thing. Legacy (Leggs) is a beautiful bay 
originally trained for halter showing but 
adapting quite well to competitive rid-
ing. I call him my what can I do for you 
today horse because he is so willing to 
do whatever I ask. 
Taryn:  I'm a rider, but maybe someday 
I will also be a ride manager.  I hope to 
have at least another 30 years in this 
sport, so who knows what the future will 
bring?  I mainly compete with my geld-
ing, Red.  He's a 13 year old chestnut 
Half-Arabian gelding with a lot of spook 
(unfortunately) and a lot of heart 
(fortunately).  We especially love woods 
trails and new trails we haven't seen be-
fore.  My younger gelding, Rhio, com-
peted in 2007 and will hopefully do so 
again in 2009. 
T.J.:  Just a rider but don't mind helping 
out at rides if asked.  Presently riding 
JBK Tara, an 11 y.o. Anglo/Arabian 
mare and Miss Molly Mule, a 6 y.o. 
appy-cross.  Tara had colic surgery in 
2006 and almost died.  She has done 
very well this season in spite of her rider.   
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It was discussed at the spring board meeting that it might be 
nice to include member profiles in the newsletter to help us 
get to know each other better.   We’ll send a request for in-
formation out periodically to a semi-random group of mem-
bers and publish the answers as space permits.  This month’s 
profiles are brought to you by the letter T.    

MEMBERS PROFILED:  Tali Sorenson (photo not available) 

Taryn Dentinger Terri LaCrosse T. J Edwards ���������	��
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(MEMBER PROFILES—Continued from page 2) 
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 Tali:  I think the difference in a good ride from 
just OK isn't only the trail.   To me it is the 
management.  Good spirits and being polite 
make an ok ride into a GREAT one. 
Terri:  I can only imagine the amount of work 
it takes to put on a ride so my thanks go out to 
all the ride managers for the effort they give for 
us to have a great weekend. I think the more 
organization there is the better. Things just 
seem to flow and for me that's a really good 
ride. 
Taryn:  A really good ride for me is one in 
which my horse and I stay upright & connected 
for the duration of the ride, and finish feeling 
well and happy.  Mostly those are cooler-season 
rides, as the hot rides drag both of us down.  If 
you were to ask Red, he would say any ride that 
he doesn't have to trot into the rain is a really 
good ride (rain on the butt is ok, rain on the face 
is not ok). 
T.J.:  The rider manager is probably the most 
important single entity that makes a really good 
ride.   UMECRA is very fortunate in that we 
have a plethora of excellent ride managers.  All 
of our rides are really good.  There are no bad 
rides, just some that are different.  Rides are 
always what you make them...if you think a ride 
won't be good it probably won't be.  Go to a ride 
thinking positively and you'll have a good time.  
Remember, endurance riding is the most fun 
that you'll ever have with our clothes on! 
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Terri:  I don't feel like I've been doing this long 
enough to give advice I'm still trying to take it. I 
like watching and listening to what others are 
doing. I'm still in the learning stage. Especially 
this year competing with two horses that are so 
different in size and temperament. 
Taryn:  Use tent stakes (or something) to 
firmly attach your portable dog crate to the 
ground before you walk away with your horse 
to vet in, or you may end up with the dog in the 
crate tumbling after you.  (some of you may 
remember this event from MnDRA 1 several 
years ago - I never travel without those tent 
stakes now!) 
T.J.:  Don't take competition too seriously.  
Have fun.  Enjoy the moment.  Remember that 
your horse has to come first.  Pick a good men-
tor and listen to her!  
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Tali:  When I first started distance riding I wish 
someone could have taught me patience.   Not a 

month or two but YEARS !!        PERSEVERE 
Terri:  That if I kept up with this I would have to give up my trail horse 
Tsamari. 
Taryn:  That gas prices were going to get so high - I could have started sav-
ing my pennies for rides a lot sooner! 
T.J.:  Someone should have told me that if I didn't start listening to the ad-
vice I was getting that I couldn't ride any more.  The advice was generally 
“slow down” and “take better care of your horse.” 
 
Thanks to this month’s members for answering the profile questions.  
Everyone else—you could be next!  (If you don’t want to wait to be se-
lected, send a note to UMECRAnews@gmail.com and we’ll include you in 
the next survey.) 

3�(+�4��(�����+,��565��+4�����/3(�� ���7/*��
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Okay, the name of the party was to reflect Max's two horses Lukie and Mazie 
who went adventuring at the Southeast Minnesota ride, not a new adventure! 
  
For those of you who where not at Colorama, a surprise party was held on Friday 
night to celebrate Maxine Bernsdorf's 70th birthday.  That's right - 70, doesn't 
look or act like it. 
  
Saturday it rained, but Max and Luke rode the 25 comp and won the best mud 
horse award. 
  
Sunday rain again, meet Max at 67 going back to camp.  Drove back to camp ex-
pecting an easy crew day.  When I got back to camp, the ride manager, Sheryl, 
flagged me down.  Max had gone off Mazie and was somewhere between 67 and 
Kettle Moraine Drive -  about a 5 mile stretch.  I went back and forth on Kettle 
Moraine trying to find where the horse trails met the walking trails.  I meet Bet-
tina and Pam, part of the posse looking for Max, and asked where the trails 
crossed.  Bettina said about a mile down the walking trail.  I swear I walked a 
hundred miles and still didn't find where they met.  Someday I will have to find 
that intersection. 
  
I called Sheryl for an update. She stated Keith Baker had passed Max on the trail 
and a man with some dogs was there helping her.  Okay, now we just have to 
find the horse -- right !!!! 
  
Returned to camp to get an update and hopefully see Max.  Max was still not 
found, and Mazie was still lost.  By now we had a full posse out.  The posse in-
cluded , and please forgive if I forgot someone, Joe, Keith, Mo, Linda, Pam, Bet-
tina, Chris, Jill, Jim and ???. 
  
Jill Feller called and was yelling over the phone, “I found Max !!!!”  Jill brought 
Max back to camp. 
  
Now, Max told the real story.  The "man with the dogs" was not helping her.  The 
dogs were three huskies that were running off leash down the horse trails.  One of 
the dogs took off chasing Max and Mazie.  Max stayed on for a while.  When she 
went off, the huskie was jumping on her.  The owner came up and said, "Are you 
the same person I sent my dogs after yesterday?".  (if anyone knows of a person 
owning a burgundy mini van with something about embroidery on the side, 
please let me know).  When Keith Baker passed Max he thought help was there 
and continued on to camp with a report. 
 
Called 911 to report the incident, regretfully, without a license plate they could 

(Continued on page 4) 
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(LOST HORSE PARTY—Continued from page 3) 
do nothing.  Sheryl called the DNR to also report the incident. 
  
I put Max in the trailer, stuffed hot coffee and soup down her, gave 
her dry clothes and said stay put for a while. 
  
Meanwhile Mazie has still not been found.  I went to regroup with 
the posse.  Jim Haas said he had seen Mazie about a mile from 
camp and tried to catch her but she ran away.   
  
By now you could not keep Max still.  I put her in the truck to go 
down the roads.  Going out the driveway, we met Kathy from the 
DNR, she was going to walk the trails looking for Mazie. 
  
With the posse all out, a newbie, Carol, who had been there Satur-
day to see what this sport is all about, called, heard the news, and 
jumped into her car with husband Al in tow to come and help.   
  
By now camp was almost deserted.  Kathy from the DNR called 
and said she was going to take the "mule" out (4 wheel, not 4 
hooves) to go up and down the kettles, not just the trails. A special 
thanks to Kathy for her help. 
  
Carol and Al arrived, I called Keith and Joe to get their location 
and start walking the trails.  Keith said go to my truck which was 
parked on "a" and will meet you there.  Carol, Al, Max and I found 
the truck, no Joe or Keith, and was nowhere near any trails.  Al 
being the tracker he is, said I will just go over the hill and start 
looking for signs.  Max, Carol and I went back to the walking 
trails.  Not 5 minutes after we had parted Carol got a call from Al.  

He had found Mazie!!  Joe and Keith were about 1/4 mile from Al 
going in that direction.  Al had followed the "signs" -  hair, broken 
leaves etc.  And found Mazie.  I guess we will have to keep “the 
tracker" handy! 
  
We finally had Max smiling again.  Max and Mazie are fine and 
going down the trails again. 
  
All in all it was an eventful weekend planned and unplanned.  I 
want to thank everyone who helped both physically and mentally 
to make it a successful "found horse party" 
  
��:;
�(�����$�����(���%�
The rest of the story! 
Ok!!  So I will admit I am no longer 29. 
The party was amazing and a complete surprise.  Thanks to Mary, 
Linda J, Jennifer and all my ride family and friends.  Food - I did 
not have to cook. Presents & cards - roses from Florida, a basket 
of "goodies" to catch lost horses (flashlight, binoculars, halter & 
lead, treats, map, hay, etc). Too bad I didn't pack it with me for 
Sunday.  Your presence was the best gift of all. 
  
I insist! I was never lost! Knew exactly where i was on that slip-
pery, slimy, rocky, hilly, rooty trail at all times.  Mazee intended to 
be first over the line without me but took a wrong turn at the high-
way.  She was really lost. Tears of despair turned to tears of joy 
when i finally got her back and could lead her the last miles back 
to an empty campsite!  We will both ride again! 
Thank you to everyone for your help and concern. Looking for-
ward to seeing you on the trail and at convention!   Max 

CONGRATULATIONS and best of luck to Jim Koehn.  Jim has 
qualified for and will be attending the Ford Ironman World Cham-
pionship, in Kona, Hawaii on October 11, 2008.  Participating in 
the Ironman World Championship means participating in three 
events, including a 2.4 mile swim, a 112 mile bike ride and a 26.2 
mile run.   Attending the event with Jim, will be a group of distance 
riders from the Midwest, including Jen,  Keith and Zane Baker, 
Pam Cotton and Bill and Ainsley Suskey, and, of course, Bettina, 
Brooke and Dylan Koehn.  Unfortunately for Jim, his “crew” can’t 
really crew for him in the distance riding sense of the word.  But 
they can cheer.  If you log onto www.ironman.com on the evening 
of the 11th you can start getting some results.  Look for Bib num-
ber 604 in the Male 45-49 division.  GOOD LUCK JIM.  We’ll be 
cheering for you!! 
 
More CONGRATULATIONS are in order for Jan Worthington and 
her 100 mile horse Golden Lightning.  Jan and Lightning are one 
of the six member team that will be attending the World Endur-
ance Championship in Terengganu, Malaysia, November 6-9.  
The six man team, currently in training in Florida until leaving for 
Malaysia are Katharine Brunjes/Theatric; John Crandell/HHSaba 
Shams, Cheryl Dell/Reason to Believe; Valarie Kanavy/Flash 
Flame; Margaret Sleeper/Syrocco Reveille and Jan Worthington/
Golden Lightning.  Remember to follow the action during the FEI 
World Endurance Championship, November 6 – 9.  Congratula-
tions and best wishes to Jan and Golden Lightning. 
 

Candy Barbo’s horse Windsor suffered from colic 
at the Run for the Ridge ride, but we are happy to 
report that after spending the night at Anoka 
Equine, he was feeling fine and whinnying for 
Candy to get him out of the clinic so they could go 
home (she was camping in the clinic parking lot). 
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UMECRA 2008 Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet 
January 24-25, 2009 

Quality Inn Antiqua Bay Resort 
Wisconsin Dells, WI  53965 

 
Please mark your calendars to attend UMECRA’s 2008 Annual Meeting and 
Awards Banquet the weekend of January 24-26, 2009.  You can call the hotel:   
1-800-54DELLS to make room reservations up to January 16, 2009.  The rooms are 
$59.99 plus tax.  Be sure to let them know you are attending the convention when 
you call to register.  There is a continental breakfast included with your hotel room 
registration. 
 
On Friday, January 24, there will be a registration table from 4 to 7 pm.  AHDRA is 
hosting the evening and Sharon Hahn will be in charge of the entertainment during 
the cocktail hour.   

 
If you are only planning on attending the annual meeting, you will need to pay the 
$15 convention fee to be admitted to the meeting. 
 
If you would like to be a vendor at the convention, please contact me.   
 
The fee for vendors and members to attend the meeting is $50. 
 
This fee admits you to the Friday and Saturday events, pays for your lunch on 
Saturday (Salad and Sandwich bar) in the hotel cafeteria, pays for your dinner at 
the Awards Ceremony and lets you into the program after the awards ceremony. 
 
Please send your check and registration information to me by January 16, 2009. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at the meeting. 
 
Registration Form: 
 
Name(s) of those attending: 
 
 
Banquet Choice:  Chicken __       Filet of Tenderloin __        Deep Fried Shrimp___ 
Please put a number after your menu choice. 
Amount enclosed (# attending X $50) $ 
 
 
Please mail to:   Dianne Schmidt 
   319 Summerfield Dr NE  
   Eyota, MN  55934 
   507-545-9937 
   Email:  schmidt.dianne@mayo.edu 
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Newsletter ad 
rates:

1 time 2-3 times 4-8 times 9-10 times the year 

Classified 10 lines 
*   

    $.60 extra per 
line 

$6.00     

Business Cards $8.50 $6.80 ea. $5.95 ea. $5.50 ea. $51.00 
Quarter Page $20.00 $16.00 ea. $14.00 ea. $13.00 ea. $120.00 

Half Page $25.00 $20.00 ea. $17.50 ea. $16.25 ea. $150.00 
Full Page $45.00 $36.00 ea. $31.50 ea. $29.25 ea. $270.00 

*Line = (65 Characters 
per line including 

spaces) 

     

WEBSITE-ONLY AD RATES: 
$5 per ad (text only) 
$10 for a picture ad—up to 3 pictures allowed. 
Ads run for 6 weeks.   
Checks for all ads must be mailed to the sec/treasurer.  Jill will 
contact Joslyn and Sharon to let them know ad is paid for and 
can be placed. 

��������
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NEWSLETTER ADS (will also be posted to the website) 
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