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JANUARY 23-25:  UMECRA Convention and Annual Meeting.   
Antiqua Bay Hotel, Wisconsin Dells.  �������������������� �!���"#�� See inside for details. 
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Please be sure to get your voting delegate names to Jill Feller by 
January 16th.  Remember that you get one voting delegate for 
each day of your ride: i.e. a two day ride gets two voting dele-
gates.  Also remember that delegates must be UMECRA mem-
bers.  You can either email or call Jill at: jfeller@nconnect.net or 
920.948.9502. 
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The form for ride insurance was sent out in late November along 
with the ride sanctioning information. The deadline on this form 
was December 15th.  If you did not return the form for ride in-
surance, do not panic.  Ride insurance can be added at any time 
of the year.  The purpose of getting the information in December 
is two fold: 1) the information needs to go to our insurance com-
pany so they can quote us the cost of the insurance and the more 
accurate the information sent, the better the quote is. The quote is 
used to determine how much of the insurance cost will be cov-
ered by UMECRA and how much the rides will need to cover.  
2) If the insurance information is already submitted, it is one less 
thing that the ride managers need to worry about as their ride 
gets closer.  
 
If you have any questions on ride insurance, please contact Jill 
at: jfeller@nconnect.net or 920.948.9502. �
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The following positions are open to election in January.   
 
1. President 
2. Vice President- two year term 
2.  Secretary-treasurer- two year term 
3.  Regional Directors for Michigan and Illinois (two year term) 1 

director for each state 
4.  Director at Large – two year term 
5.  Newsletter editor- two year term (elected by BOD not general 

vote) 
6.  Points keeper- two year term (elected by BOD not general 

vote) 
7.  Sanctioning coordinator (elected by BOD not general vote) 
8.  Webmaster (elected by BOD not general vote) 
 
All nominees will need to be present at the annual meeting in 
January to be nominated; all nominees are also required to deliver 
a short speech covering their interest and qualifications.  
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It is time once again to make your nominations for this year’s 
Rider’s Choice Award.  This award was originated in 1981 and 
has been presented annually at the UMECRA convention and 
awards banquet following a vote of those present at the con-
vention.  The guidelines to be considered when nominating a 
horse for this honor are: 
 
1. A horse that has shown superior ability in its division. 
2. A horse that has been a consistent competitor. 
3. A horse that has shown its ability to overcome setbacks. 
4. Any horse, for any reasons, the nominator admires and 

feels is a superior representative of the “Distance Horse.” 
 
When submitting your nomination, please include a description 
of the horse’s accomplishments and the reason you are nomi-
nating the horse.  This nomination will appear in the UMECRA 
convention program and might be the basis for people making 
their selection.  Nominations should be submitted to Elinore 
Tonsor (contact info. on back cover.) 
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UMECRA 2008 Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet 
January 24-25, 2009 

Quality Inn Antiqua Bay Resort 
Wisconsin Dells, WI  53965 

 
Please mark your calendars to attend UMECRA’s 2008 Annual Meeting and 
Awards Banquet the weekend of January 24-26, 2009.  You can call the hotel:   
1-800-54DELLS to make room reservations up to January 16, 2009.  The rooms are 
$59.99 plus tax.  Be sure to let them know you are attending the convention when 
you call to register.  There is a continental breakfast included with your hotel room 
registration. 
 
On Friday, January 24, there will be a registration table from 4 to 7 pm.  AHDRA 
is hosting the evening.   

 
If you are only planning on attending the annual meeting, you will need to pay the 
$15 convention fee to be admitted to the meeting. 
 
If you would like to be a vendor at the convention, please contact me.   
 
The fee for vendors and members to attend the meeting is $50.  Children who want 
the children’s meal at dinner (chicken strips & fries) can pay $37.50. 
 
This fee admits you to the Friday and Saturday events, pays for your lunch on 
Saturday (Salad and Sandwich bar) in the hotel cafeteria, pays for your dinner at 
the Awards Ceremony and lets you into the program after the awards ceremony. 
 
Please send your check and registration information to me by January 16, 2009. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at the meeting. 
 
Registration Form: 
 
Name(s) of those attending: 
 
 
Banquet Choice:  Chicken __       Filet of Tenderloin __        Deep Fried Shrimp___ 
Please put a number after your menu choice. 
Amount enclosed (# attending X $50) $ 
 
If you do not want lunch on Saturday or plan to att end the banquet on Saturday night, the 
convention fee is $15.  This fee covers the price o f the convention room we use for all our 
events. 
 
Please mail to:   Dianne Schmidt 
   319 Summerfield Dr NE  
   Eyota, MN  55934 
   507-545-9937       schmidt.dianne@mayo.edu 
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I would like all Ride Mgrs. to consider putting a 
75 mile ride in their ride list for the 2009 season.  
With the coming of the 100 Mile Ride Program 
to be presented at the Jan. Convention there will 
be some people wanting to take the step up in 
miles towards doing a 100 mile ride. Doing a 75 
is a real confidence boost for many people and 
their horses. Another option is to offer it along 
with the requirement that anyone planning to 
ride the 75 would be required to contact the 
Ride Mgr and also preregister by two weeks 
prior to the ride date or it would not be held.  
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
—Barry Saylor 
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Friday, January 23 
Registration 3 to 6 pm 
 
Vendors will be set up in hotel lobby. 
AHDRA is hosting the evening.  There will be hors d’oeuvres and 
a speaker. 
 
6:30 pm- Dr. Robert Beecher - Distance Riding - Then and Now 
7:30 pm- AHDRA year end awards 
 
Saturday, January 24 
 
Registration table will be open. 
 
7:00 am—UMECRA board meeting 
7:00 am—Vets’ meeting hosted by Dr. Wes Elford 
 
9-11 am—Alice Stack, DVM     Nationality:   Irish 
Graduated from University College Dublin with veterinary degree  
in 2006. 
 
Spent  one year working in the Dubai Equine Hospital, under the 
patronage of HH Sheikh Mohammed.  Patient base comprising 
mainly endurance racehorses and flat-racing Thoroughbreds and 
Arabians.    Duties extended to providing veterinary care in the 
hospital tents at the Dubai and Abu Dhabi races throughout the 
endurance racing season,; transportation and care of endurance 
horses at the main hospital in Dubai when necessary. 
 
Currently completing a residency training program at Michigan 
State University.  Specializing in Equine Internal Medicine with a 
special interest in Emergency and Critical Care of the Equine Pa-
tient.  Research interests in the area of exercise and sports medi-
cine, specifically determination of the pathogenesis of EIPH 
(Exercise Induced Pulmoney Hemorrhage) - a disease of race-
horses. 
 
Dr. Stack will talk on General Colic in the first hour and then 
Syndromes of the Exhausted Horse. 
 
Noon—Break for lunch.  Sandwich bar open in hotel.   
 
1-3 pm—General Meeting 
5-6 pm  Social Hour 
6:30—9 pm—Dinner and Awards 
9-midnight—Music 
 
Sunday, January 25 
 
7 am—AHDRA meeting, Morocco Room 
 

For those attending the UMECRA Convention: 
 
I will once again be providing Massage and Acupressure 
Sessions in the vendor area on Friday evening and Satur-
day afternoon. 
$1.00 per minute for either 15 or 30 minute sessions. 
There will be a sign up sheet available. Times available 
will most likely be 4-6 pm on Friday , Saturday 11:30 to 
12:30 pm and 4-5pm. 
 
For more information: 
 
Kathi Soukup  LMT, NCTMB 
KS Equine Massage and Bodywork 
www.ks-equinemassage.com 
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There are several by-law changes that passed at 
the board of director's meeting concerning those 
who can be elected as UMECRA President and 
UMECRA Secretary-Treasurer.  Please see the 
minutes.  These bylaws will be voted on at the 
General Meeting in January.  No rules passed the 
November meeting, but some additional rules will 
be presented at the early board meeting that day.  
These suggestions have to do with sanctioning, 
elevator rides and elevator drives.  Some of these 
suggestions will likely pass that morning and be 
voted on by the body at the afternoon meeting.  
Please plan to attend, and if you have strong feel-
ings about any of these topics, please talk to your 
UMECRA board members and rider representa-
tives.  Thanks! 
 
Rules & Bylaws Committee members, Tony 
Troyer, Wes Elford, Theresa Meyer 
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This plan could affect our rides or a time when you just 
want to "Go ride".  What really affects us is the October 
season.  Please take the time to send a comment. 
— Katie Bachhuber 
 
The [Wisconsin] DNR has developed a draft 10-year CWD 
management plan recognizing its public trust responsibility 
for managing wildlife and ensuring the health of wildlife 
populations in the state. 
  
Some proposed recommendations in the plan may have an 
impact on trail and outdoor enthusiasts. For example, the 
draft recommends that the expanded gun-deer hunting sea-
son structure for 2008 be the basis for hunting seasons 

Dec 21, 08
ASSETS

Current Assets
Checking/Savings

Convention fund 777.43
ICF Fund 4,339.93
Mayville Savings Bank 11,361.12
Trail Fund 1,206.62

Total Checking/Savings 17,685.10

Total Current Assets 17,685.10

TOTAL ASSETS 17,685.10

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Equity

Opening Bal Equity 16,860.34
Retained Earnings 558.27
Net Income 266.49

Total Equity 17,685.10

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 17,685.10
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through 2012 in the CWD Zone. In 2008, gun deer seasons 
included October 11-12, 16 - 19, November 22 - 30, Decem-
ber 1-14, 24 - 31 and January 1 - 4. These seasons may im-
pact state park, forest and trail users during popular times of 
the year for outdoor recreation at such properties as Governor 
Dodge, Yellowstone Lake, Blue Mound, the Kettle Moraine 
Southern Unit and others. Your input is needed to help the 
DNR make informed decisions. 
  
The DNR is taking comments on the draft 10-year CWD 
management plan through December 13, 2008.  For more in-
formation and to provide your comments online, please visit 
the CWD Management Plan webpage: http://dnr.wi.gov/org/
land/wildlife/whealth/issues/CWD/plan.htm. 
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This will probably be the last issue of the UMECRA 
newsletter I edit.  The new editor has not yet been se-

lected, but several people have expressed interest, and the Board 
should be appointing one of them in January.  Several people have 
asked me why I am giving up the newsletter.  While I’ve enjoyed do-
ing it (and getting the inside scoop on everything without having to 
wait for the newsletter to be published!), my job as a paralegal (the 
one that pays for my horsie habit!) has gotten way more demanding 
since I started editing the newsletter two years ago, and I would like 
to spend less of my free time in front of a computer.  
 
You can continue to send your news to  
UMECRAnews@gmail.com for publication in the newsletter as I will 
be passing that account on to the new editor. 

2009 Distance Riding Calendars 
Featuring many photographs from 2008 
UMECRA rides (these are the same calen-
dars used for Point Chaser awards this 
Fall). 
 
$5.00 + $1.75 postage & handling 
(note: these will also be available at the 
UMECRA convention) 
 
To order; contact Bob Egerer (320) 558-
6820 or regerer287@aol.com  

CORRECTION NOTICE: 
 
An error was found in the Competitive HW Restricted Mileage stand-
ings, affecting the 1st and 2nd place horse & rider teams.  Corrected 
standings are as follows: 
 
1 Jeanne Aslakson     Cin Bob Go Chief         84.8 pts.  195 miles 
2 Dawn Haas             Fourmiles Kashtin         79.2 pts.   190 miles 
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