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September 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need information on your next 
ride?  Go to UMECRA.com for 

ride flyers and camp 
locations. 

 
Ride Name 2023 

Date 
Ride City 
State  

Huntersville 
Hundred 
(Distance Nat'l 
Championship) 

9/29 - 
10/1/23 

Menahga, MN 
  

Iron Oak 10/14 & 
10/15/23 

Arkdale, WI 

Oak Leaf Run  10/14 & 
10/15/23 

Hamilton, MI 

Point Chaser 10/20 & 
10/21/23 

Theilman, MN 

AHDRA - Big 
River 

10/28 & 
10/29/23 

Keithsburg, IL 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Ride Results 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrea Pfeifer Mytalisha's Titan 1

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/11/23 - Comp HW 25

Lori Windows Ella N Fires Jane Doe 1

Katarina Candee Ashe 2

Linda Jacobson AE Gimli Strength 3

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/11/23 - Comp LW 25

Amy Broadie Fox Valley Adena 1

Ray Hubert JimmyCrackedCorn 2

Alice Hubert Gridlock 3

Wes Elford Suzie Q 4

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/11/23 - Drive 12

Guy Worthington PA Hi-Spirit 1

Amber Erickson Ophelia Kkan P

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/11/23 - End HW 50

Sheila Schneider Rushcreek Giggles 1

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/11/23 - End LW 50

Pam Darga Ecliptic Azraff 1

Jessica Mell Brix 2

Ann DeLang My My My My My Boogies Shoes 3

Samantha Echaves Little Bit Naughty 4

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/11/23 - LD HW 25

Shane Darga Spot On A Diamond 1

Grace Carter Corona Breeze 2

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/11/23 - LD Jr 25

Roberta Harms Lady Jane 1

Jean Allen Walor AF 2

Katie Bachhuber Indiana 3

Amy Betzelberger Cisco Quarter Pony 4

Vera Betzelberger Starr Quest 5

Jane Kirkeide Bassim 6

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/11/23 - LD LW 25

Kasie Thomas Apollo 1

Andrea Pfeifer Mytalisha's Titan 2

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/12/23 - Comp HW 25

Sydney Alberts Carrots 1

Meisha Kuttner Rizzo 2

Ruby Rostberg Gabe 3

Avery Alberts Katalena 4

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/12/23 - Comp Jr 25

Debby Weisbecker JM Cest La Vie 1

Katarina Candee Ashe 2

Lori Windows Ella N Fires Jane Doe 3

Tracy Haelterman Captain Jack Sparrow 4

Michelle Deboer Gypsy Flame PA 5

Jessica Sonnek Jazmine 5

Linda Jacobson Hazelrun Mighty Roark C

Peggy Pasillas Remy C

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/12/23 - Comp LW 25

Alice Hubert Gridlock 1

Ray Hubert JimmyCrackedCorn 2

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/12/23 - Drive 25

Wes Elford Suzie Q 1

JoAnne Stewart Shenandoah 2

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/12/23 - Drive 12

Guy Worthington JG Randie 1

Bettina Koehn JBK Nadja 2

Stephanie Crispin AllAboutMajestic 3

Lucy Stafford H WineGlass Sangria 4

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/12/23 -End HW 50

Grace Carter Sterlings Starstrider 1

Ilona Jarvi Trinadee 2

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/12/23 -End Jr 50

+ 
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Jessie Finnila Renegade Raja 1

Wendy Maas FT Firestorm 2

Margaret Reynolds VA Caradelle 3

Lori McCutchen Allumination MCS 4

Shanon Ployhart BBA Fahad Al Hadi 5

Brandon Brunner Mighty 6

Karen Jarvi Sony De Mayo Rose C

Sheila Schneider Rushcreek Giggles C

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/12/23 -End LW 50

Pam Darga Ecliptic Azraff 1

Nikki Boesch Fia Dahlia 2

Teresa McCulty Malik Farouk 3

Amber Erickson Ottalia Mystic 4

Samantha Echaves Ritzy Rozarita 5

Mary Otto Noahs Serene Sunrise 6

Brooke Moeller LW Lady Derringer C

Amber Mell Tango C

Carissa Weber Northwoods Summers Gift C

Sandra Pribnow Cricket P

Lara Kronberger Gracie P

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/12/23 -LD HW 25

Shane Darga Spot On A Diamond 1

Logan Erickson A Kings Delivery 2

Alice Erickson Rushcreek Calia 3

Ellie Otto Camelots Spot Check 4

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/12/23 -LD Jr 25

Nola Westphal Gretta 1

Mary Howell Decorah's Double Delight 2

Melissa Coolich CE Cool Chazzanova 3

Kristine Jubeck GH Hidalgo 4

Elyssia Perez HTLB Chester 5

Lynn Haase HTLB Stormy 6

Jane Kirkeide Bassim C

Laurie Hoeppner Gai Caravel C

Ainsley Suskey CH Shamm Bashire C

Stephanie Vavra AOF Moniet Al Raja C

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/12/23 -LD LW 25

Dianne Busca Orion 1

Karen Heineman I'm Always Dreaming 2

Sharleen Mosley Spirit 3

Marianne Guilfoyle Deja Vu Hurricane MO

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/12/23 -Novice 12

Stephanie Crispin Sinnamon Raysin Bread 1

Katja Wiedrich Noble Adventure 2

Becki Sanford Stryka Major Chord 3

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/13/23 -Comp HW 25

Grace Swaja Penny 1

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/13/23 -Comp LW 25

Wes Licht Rosalie 1

Amy Broadie Fox Valley Adena 2

Alice Hubert Gridlock 3

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/13/23 -Drive 12

Brooke Moeller Aurora's Magical Luv 1

Pam Darga Ecliptic Azraff 2

Amber Erickson Ottalia Mystic 3

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/13/23 -LD HW 25

Shane Darga Spot On A Diamond 1

Alice Erickson Rushcreek Calia 2

Logan Erickson A Kings Delivery 3

Grace Carter Corona Breeze 4

Vienna Finnila Pistol 5

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/13/23 -LD Jr 25

Jesse Shaddrick Jinjersnapp 1

Jesse Finnila Sterlings Starstrider 2

Louise Riedel Memorial - 8/13/23 -LD LW 25

Andrea Pfeifer Mytalisha's Titan 1

DRAWs Prairie River Ride - 8/26/23 - Comp HW 25

Lori Windows Ella N Fires Jane Doe 1

Alana McNutt Ole 2

Linda Jacobson AE Gimli Strength 3

Tracy Haelterman Captain Jack Sparrow 4

Debby Weisbecker JM Cest La Vie P

DRAWs Prairie River Ride - 8/26/23 - Comp LW 25

Guy Worthington JG Randie 1

Sarah Mowrer A Time To Shine 2

Stephanie Crispin AllAboutMajestic 3

Mandie Roggenkamp The Outlander 4

Brandon Brunner Mighty 5

Amber Erickson Ottalia Mystic 6

Samantha Echaves Little Bit Naughty C

DRAWs Prairie River Ride - 8/26/23 - End HW 50

Logan Erickson A Kings Delivery 1

Alice Erickson Rushcreek Calia 2

Ilona Jarvi Trinadee 3

Gracyn Schneider PA Hi-Spirit P

DRAWs Prairie River Ride - 8/26/23 - End Jr 50

Katarina Candee Ashe 1

Jessi Lipponen Mystic Dynasty PF 2

Sheila Schneider Rushcreek Giggles 3

Elizabeth Frieders UpUp And Away JIF 4

Karen Jarvi Sony De Mayo Rose 5

DRAWs Prairie River Ride - 8/26/23 - End LW 50

Nikki Boesch Fia Dahlia 1

Pam Darga Ecliptic Azraff 2

Ann DeLang My My My My My Boogies Shoes 3

Sarah Watts Mikey Likes It 4

DRAWs Prairie River Ride - 8/26/23 - LD HW 25

Shane Darga Spot On A Diamond 1

Aubrie Meyer Cyes Mark of Praise 2

Tabitha Kostreva Stormy Weather P

DRAWs Prairie River Ride - 8/26/23 - LD Jr 25

Nola Westphal Gretta 1

Katie Bachhuber Indiana 2

Elaine Sedgeman Jamaar 3

Dawn Keast CVF Pride's Rock 4

Jennifer Boettcher Cooper 5

Roberta Harms Lady Jane P

DRAWs Prairie River Ride - 8/26/23 - LD LW 25

Cari Schmidt CJ High Hope 1

Colleen Morgan Batman SH MO

Jane Malischke Bourbon MO

Marianne Guilfoyle Deja Vu Hurricane MO

DRAWs Prairie River Ride - 8/26/23 - Novice 12
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Alana McNutt Ole 1

Colleen Morgan Batman SH 2

Linda Jacobson Hazelrun Mighty Roark 3

DRAWs Prairie River Ride - 8/27/23 - Comp LW 25

Pam Darga Ecliptic Azraff 1

DRAWs Prairie River Ride - 8/27/23 - LD HW 25

Lauren Werner Gerry 1

Shane Darga Spot On A Diamond 2

Tabitha Kostreva Mikey Likes It 3

DRAWs Prairie River Ride - 8/27/23 - LD Jr 25

Jane Kirkeide VG Dreambeau 1

Marlene Nauta Chaz 2

Alex Gregson Hudson Bay Drifter 3

Ainsley Suskey CH Shamm Bashire P

DRAWs Prairie River Ride - 8/27/23 - LD LW 25

Trish Holbel Bears Northern Light 1

White River Fall - 9/2/23 - Comp HW 25

Jan Wylie Dose 1

Natalie Hauswirth Ruffle Your Feathers 2

Jessica Gruebner JR Perseus 3

White River Fall - 9/2/23 - Comp LW 25

Karri Wilson Bruskotter BKR Belesemo Sansation 1

Stephanie Boomgaard Arceus SS P

White River Fall - 9/2/23 - End HW 55

Shauna Howard Magik Silver Spirit 1

Kristen Howard Aristaborr+ 1

White River Fall - 9/2/23 - End Jr 55

White River Fall - 9/2/23 - End LW 55

Diane Maxey LW Constant Sohn 1

Sarah Fleming RTM Triple Threat 2

Teresa Mulherin Bean 3

Leah Palestrant Central Park CCF 4

Pam Darga Ecliptic Azraff P

White River Fall - 9/2/23 - LD HW 25

Shane Darga Spot On A Diamond 1

White River Fall - 9/2/23 - LD Jr 25

Linda Hamrick Cash 1

Lynsey Cook Al-Marah Fox Romeo 2

Katelyn Fleming MSU All Shook Up 3

Dawn Bouwkamp Dancer 4

Pam Rutgers Bailey 5

Jennifer Shooshanian Elvis 6

Miranda Miller Besos C

Lisa Germann Ainia DCR C

White River Fall - 9/2/23 - LD LW 25

Sam Dreyer Ace 1

Brooke Pepper Karma 2

White River Fall - 9/2/23 - Novice 15

Sam Dreyer Blue Razzle Berry P

White River Fall - 9/3/23 - Comp Jr 25

Jan Wylie Dose 1

Jessica Gruebner JR Perseus 2

White River Fall - 9/3/23 - Comp LW 25

Morgan Loomis Eastwest Ashleah 1

Shannon Loomis Coco Charlie 2

White River Fall - 9/3/23 - End LW 50

Diane Maxey LW Constant Sohn 1

Sarah Fleming RTM Fancy 2

Karri Wilson Bruskotter 3

Trish Holbel Bears Northern Light 4

White River Fall - 9/3/23 - LD HW 25

Shane Darga Spot On A Diamond 1

White River Fall - 9/3/23 - LD Jr 25

Lynsey Cook Al-Marah Fox Romeo 1

Katelyn Fleming MSU All Shook Up 2

Lisa Germann Ainia DCR Ceve 3

Barbara Hubler Band Red 4

Damaris M. Smith Firelily Moon River 5

Lindsey Laden Dancer's Selena Rain 6

Jaelyn Ellis Rhythem and Blues C

Noelle Synder Calvados AC P

White River Fall - 9/3/23 - LD LW 25

Jan Wylie Dose 1

Natalie Hauswirth Ruffle Your Feathers 2

White River Fall - 9/4/23 - Comp LW 25

Trish Holbel Al-Marah Fox Romeo 1

White River Fall - 9/4/23 - LD HW 25

Rachel Temp Triumphant Echo P

Audrey Thorp Nightmare Blues 1

Charity Cup 9/9/23 - Comp HW 25 

Charity Cup 9/9/23 - Comp Jr 25 

Candy Barbo Psyche On Fire 1

Bobbi Belz Spiderman 2

Colleen Morgan Batman SH 3

Victoria Robison Luvs Bayfire 4

Sandra Fett Bella 5

Peggy Pasillas Remy 5

Stephanie Granke Ruby C

Charity Cup 9/9/23 - Comp LW 25 

Mandie Roggenkamp The Outlander 1

Crystal Esqueda Lopin in Diamonds 2

Sheryl O'Brien Wild River Sundancer 3

Dana Gasner Whispering Echo 4

Sarah Carlson FPH Second Badge P

Charity Cup 9/9/23 - End HW 50

Jodi Johannessen SC Izzabella 1

Teresa Fett CR Mistiraaz 2

Karla Ovsak Dobella NPA 3

Michelle Splonskowski Nasar IBN Moniet 4

Amy Ellingson Ice Falcon  LRA 5

Jessi Lipponen Mystic Dynasty PF 6

Denise Ziegler Pearl Layne C

Kasey Corcoran Sharif El Moniet C

Lindsay Jackson Nichols Rockstar Kiss C

Sandi Hanly Rushcreek Ether C

Rachel Zander Limitless C

Suzanne Warren CR Zohlaraaz C

Charity Cup 9/9/23 - End LW 50
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Charlotte Tuhy Raffimas Image 1

Matthew Splonskowski LK Willy Willy Cool 2

Melissa Ashbaugh Victorious Luck 3

Heather Ives DMA Sultry 4

Jutta Schmidt Decorah's Double Delight 5

Valerie Temp Peace Be Still 6

Alicia Rathmann Spot C

Erika Achberger Yetlanesi C

Charity Cup 9/9/23 - LD HW 25

Grace Rathmann HJ Nikeshah 1

Grace Carter Corona Breeze 2

Ashley Ives Prisylla Musca P

Charity Cup 9/9/23 - LD Jr 25

Sarah Carlson HMR Sshameus 1

Sheryl O'Brien LC Ernani 2

Charity Cup 9/10/23 - Comp HW 25

Allie Oien VC Joyful Eddition 1

Katelyn Jochman VC Sundae Edition 2

Elin Lupo Batalah Al Janoubi (Betty) 3

Charity Cup 9/10/23 - Comp Jr 25

Darlene Molitor VC Arieon 1

Jessica Sonnek Jazmine 2

Michelle Deboer Gypsy Flame PA 3

Peggy Pasillas Remy 4

Charity Cup 9/10/23 - Comp LW 25

Natasha Teske Anzio Bsf 1

Matthew Splonskowski LK Willy Willy Cool 2

Crystal Esqueda Lopin in Diamonds 3

Elizabeth E. Bell JB Ultra Ody P

Charity Cup 9/10/23 - LD HW 25

Grace Carter Corona Breeze 1

Grace Rathmann Decorah's Double Delight 2

Charity Cup 9/10/23 - LD Jr 25

Megan Thomas Baskin Dream 1

Amy Ellingson CR Mistiraaz 2

Teresa Fett Ice Falcon  LRA 3

Rachel Zander TA Line King 4

Alexi Baldwin Drifter 5

Karla Ovsak Patches MN 6

Kasey Corcoran Rock on Misty Blue C

Charity Cup 9/10/23 - LD LW 25

Kim Rumpsa R Secret Lucky Seven 1

Kaylie Hulsey Rsecret Dun SoPretty 2

Joshua Mowrer KW Magnum Archie 3

Lisa Guiffrida R Secret Anniversary P

Lincoln Trail - 9/9/23 - Comp HW 30

Sarah Mowrer A Time To Shine 1

Lucy Stafford H WineGlass Sangria 2

Janeta Carr Man In The Moun 3

Lincoln Trail - 9/9/23 - End HW 50

April Farrell Kharolina Wynd 1

Lois McAfee Samir Al Mar 2

Connie Caudill RU Mystified 3

Julie Moore Khlassic Banner P

Lincoln Trail - 9/9/23 - End LW 50

Kathleen Neuhoff Swiss Mystique 1

Pamela Garrison DB A Bayberry 2

Julia Binder Amaal El Nefous 3

Barry Cole EFF Laurels Janeen 4

Lincoln Trail - 9/9/23 - LD HW 30

Alyssa Chute Finesse MSF 1

Krista Kester All Gone MHF 2

Bonnie Summers Krusaders Crown Jewel 3

Michaela Costello Shalimar Ava 4

Lincoln Trail - 9/9/23 - LD LW 30

Amber Davis Whiskey Girl 1

Jessica Hasemann Winter 2

Crystal Schmidt Lucy 3

William Byman Affirmmed Victory TL MO

Christina Byman Baqi MO

Lincoln Trail - 9/9/23 - Novice 15

Joshua Mowrer KW Magnum Archie 1

Kim Rumpsa R Secret Lucky Seven 2

Aaron Mowrer Yuka Mara P

Lincoln Trail - 9/10/23 - Comp HW 30

Kathleen Neuhoff Swiss Mystique 1

Pamela Garrison DB A Bayberry 2

Lincoln Trail - 9/10/23 - LD HW 30

Hanna Osborne Eli 1

Lincoln Trail - 9/10/23 - LD LW 30

Amber Davis Whiskey Girl 1

Beth Dunlap Ozzie 2

Bruce Moffitt Silent Be Dale 3

Christina Byman Baqi MO

Lincoln Trail - 9/10/23 - Novice 15

Jim Andriakos Afsaar 1

Andrea Pfeifer Mytalisha's Titan 2

Colorama - 9/15/23 - Comp HW 25

Jan Wylie Dose 1

Lori Windows Ella N Fires Jane Doe 2

Alana McNutt Ole 3

Linda Jacobson AE Gimli Strength 4

Kristine Jubeck Silver 5

Colorama - 9/15/23 - Comp LW 25

Alice Hubert Gridlock 1

Colorama - 9/15/23 - Drive 15

Stephanie Crispin AllAboutMajestic 1

Amber Erickson Ottalia Mystic 2

Colorama - 9/15/23 - Endurance HW 50
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UMECRA Scholarship 

Information 
 
The scholarship fund was established back in 

1996 by former WI members Ray and Audrey 

Gehrig. These scholarship opportunities are 

open to any UMECRA member seeking post 

high school educational study in at least a two-

year program. Applicants must meet the 

following qualifications:  

- Be a current UMECRA member 

- Have been a UMECRA member for at least 

2 yrs 

- Participated in a minimum of 25 rides 

sponsored by UMECRA.  

Anyone interested in applying for a UMECRA 

Scholarship needs to do so by November 10th. 

For scholarship information/ materials please 

go to the website /https://cfsw.org/misc-

scholarships/ and scroll down to UMECRA or 

contact: Upper Midwest Endurance & 

Competitive Rides Association Scholarship 

Fund,  

c/o Community Foundation of Southern 

Wisconsin, Jackie Ommodt, Scholarship 

Manager jackie@cfsw.org or  

phone 608-758-0883 

Logan Erickson A Kings Delivery 1

Colorama - 9/15/23 - Endurance Jr 50

Carrie Taft PA Hi-Spirit 1

Colorama - 9/15/23 - Endurance LW 50

Amber Mell Brix 1

Soraya Saatchi DD Whooz Nadirah 2

Ann DeLang My My My My My Boogies Shoes 3

Bettina Koehn JBK Zum-Bayou 4

Colorama - 9/15/23 - LD HW 25

Grace Carter Corona Breeze 1

Colorama - 9/15/23 - LD Jr 25

Roberta Harms Lady Jane 1

Jane Kirkeide VG Dreambeau 2

Melissa Coolich CE Cool Chazzanova 3

Jan Worthington Golden Lightning 4

Katie Bachhuber Indiana 5

Sally Hoff Gloryius Trinity 6

Ainsley Suskey Finnley C

Iryna Romanchenko Decorah's Double Delight C

Colorama - 9/15/23 - LD LW 25

Amy Foster ASA 1

Crystal Schwochert Painted by Preacher 2

Carol Wagner Tripl Blackburn King MO

Debby Weisbecker Love Me A Latte MO

Maxine Bernsdorf CH Shamm Bashire MO

Melinda Stewart McCues Miss Behavin MO

Colorama - 9/15/23 - Novice 15

Andrea Pfeifer Mytalisha's Titan 1

Stephanie Crispin Sinnamon Raysin Bread 2

Colorama - 9/16/23 - Comp HW 25

Alana McNutt Ole 1

Jessica Sonnek Jazmine 2

Jan Wylie Dose 3

Linda Jacobson Hazelrun Mighty Roark 4

Debby Weisbecker JM Cest La Vie 5

Colorama - 9/16/23 - Comp LW 25

Alice Hubert Gridlock 1

Wes Elford Suzie Q 2

Colorama - 9/16/23 - Drive 15

Sarah Mowrer A Time To Shine 1

Isac Dymesich Lindahl Jefe 2

Brandon Brunner Mighty 3

Kimberly Ann Fosler BZ Cojeseryn Sahar 4

Samantha Echaves Little Bit Naughty 5

Colorama - 9/16/23 - End HW 50

Katarina Candee Ashe 1

Elizabeth Frieders UpUp And Away JIF 2

Kristine Jubeck GH Hidalgo 3

Shanon Ployhart BBA Fahad Al Hadi 4

Sheila Schneider Rushcreek Giggles 5

Jane Kirkeide Bassim 6

Colorama - 9/16/23 - End LW 50

Guy Worthington JG Randie 1

Alice Erickson Rushcreek Calia P

Colorama - 9/16/23 - End HW 100

Colorama - 9/16/23 - End Jr 100

Soraya Saatchi DD Whooz Nadirah 1

Bettina Koehn JBK Nadja 2

Brooke Moeller Aurora's Magical Luv 3

Colorama - 9/16/23 - LD HW 25

Gracyn Schneider Midlife Crisis 1

Grace Carter Corona Breeze 2

Ethan Harper HTLB Stormy 3

Elliot Dymesich Norsks Viking Sunrise 4

Eva Dymesich Scout 5

Colorama - 9/16/23 - LD Jr 25

Melissa Coolich CE Cool Chazzanova 1

Elyssia Perez HTLB Chester 2

Shelby Nelson Decorah's Double Delight 3

Lynn Haase Herbee The Love Bug 4

Amy Betzelberger Cisco Quarter Pony 5

Vera Betzelberger Starr Quest 6

Shelby VanWeelden Rusty Chris-te C

Stephanie Vavra AOF Moniet Al Raja P

Kerstin McNiesh Eve From Paradise P

Nikki Boesch Fia Dahlia P

Colorama - 9/16/23 - LD LW 25

Amy Foster Asa 1

Maida Prickett Britches 2

Astrid Erickson Tony 3

Cari Schmidt CJ High Hope 4

Amber Erickson Ottalia Mystic MO

Marianne Guilfoyle DeJaVu Hurricane MO

Samantha Miller McGregor MO

Colorama - 9/16/23 - Novice 15

https://cfsw.org/misc-scholarships/
https://cfsw.org/misc-scholarships/
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Rules & Bylaws Suggestions or 

Changes 
 

The last months of the 2023 season are on the 

horizon and the board is planning the 

November Board of Directors Meeting. It is 

time to submit any rule or bylaw change 

suggestions to the Rules & Bylaws Committee.  

This committee takes those suggestions, looks 

at current and past language, AERC rules when 

appropriate, and considers horse welfare and 

other issues in crafting wording to make sure 

your idea is presented at the November 

meeting. 

Please contact us if you have change 

suggestions or new rule ideas: 

Theresa Meyer - thmeyer753@gmail.com - 

763-753-5236 

Tony Troyer - il4aerc@aol.com  -  

815-530-4464  

Sarah Maass - sarahmaass@hotmail.com –  

507-340-7859 

Jon Wagner - jwagner288@wi.rr.com –  

920-342-0958 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Why I Ride Competitive…. 
 
I’ll start out with this is just my opinion and not everyone 

will agree with me. That’s okay!  I know a lot of people 

think Competitive is too fussy and they hate trotting circles 

with their horses!  I’m not the biggest fan of running in 

circles either BUT I also know the vets get a much better 

look at your horse if you move them in a circle – which is 

probably why they make people do circles when judging 

Best Condition for LD or Endurance! 

 

Why are competitive rules so fussy?  They are all about 

creating an even playing field for the horses.  It’s also a 

very strategic event – one where the rider really needs to 

know how to manage their horse to get the best score 

possible. I personally love the strategic side of 

Competitive rides! 

 

So what are the rules some people think might be too 

fussy?   

• Not being able to make forward motion without 

being on your horse, makes for consistency in the 

competition.  A rider who can get off and run with 

their horse would have a big advantage over 

someone who stays in the saddle for the whole 

ride.  

 

• Having to maintain forward motion after the 2 mile 

marker – again, it’s a rule that provides a more 

level playing field in the competition.  Horses will 

have at least 2 miles of movement before they 

come in – it’s up to the rider how fast they need to 

go and they can adjust their speed based on how 

much time they need to get in on time and what is 

best for their horse, but they need to keep moving.   

 

From my perspective, Competitive offers a number of 

advantages especially when starting a new horse or if you 

are new to the sport.   

• It helps the rider focus on developing a reasonable 

pace without the temptation to just go fast.  Most 

comp ride times are set to ensure that you can’t 

dawdle, but also can’t run the legs off your horse 

either.  It helps to teach the rider how to pace their 

ride, especially important with new horses and 

riders.   

• It’s a great learning opportunity for teaching your 

horse how to trot circles in preparation for Best 

Conditioning judging for LD or Endurance. 

• It teaches your horse how to travel nicely in a small 

group of strange horses.   

• As a rider, you can chose to ride with different 

people at each ride and you get to know more 

people which is wonderful for newer competitors. 

• If your horse is a little off at the end of a 

competition, you can still get credit for the ride 

with completion points and miles (assuming your 

horse meets the stated criteria). 

• And probably the most important reason to me is 

that it can prevent “race brain” from setting in for 

you and your horse.   

 

Now there are lots of people who ride LD and Endurance 

who do just fine without starting in Competitive, but there 

are a lot of horses that would have benefitted from 

Competitive before they moved on to the other events. I 

believe starting a horse in Novice, then progressing to 

Competitive is a great way to develop your horse mentally 

and physically for LD or Endurance.   

Peggy Pasillas 

 

************************************** 

UMECRA Board of Directors Fall Meeting 

Saturday, November 11, 2023 

10am 

QUALITY INN & SUITES 

W9250 PROSPECT DR. 

LODI, WI, 53555 

************************************** 
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Want to find all those lovely photos taken at the ride or share the photos you 
took?  Check out https://www.umecraphotos.com/albums/. 
 
You can browse all the photos taken by our talented photographers!  Photo credit 
for the pictures in this newsletter goes to Katy Carter and Henry Gruber!  Thank 
you! 
 
   

https://www.umecraphotos.com/albums/
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