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The following officers were elected and/or announced at the annual meeting:

President—Sheryl Levin

Vice President—Tony Troyer

Veterinary Representative—Wes Elford

WI Regional Director — Dawn Haas

MN Regional Director—Dianne Schmidt

IL Regional Director—Linda Mowrer

Director at Large — Lynn Reichert

Rider Representatives: Sharon Hahn, Maxine Bernsdorf, Linda Hamrick, Julie Jackson

Thanks to the officers who are stepping down for their service to the UMECRA organization.

See last page for the “Ride Schedule in a Nutshell” to tide you over until the ride book arrives. Clip and save for easy
reference!

Got a versatile horse? How about an old horse? Or maybe a versatile old horse? See page 2 for information on the
new UMECRA versatility and senior equine awards!

|
Find out who it is on page 3!

# " $
Read about this exceptional equine on page 4!

I #
If you haven't done so already, renew your UMECRA membership for 2008 (see p. 5)!

We will try to adhere to the following schedule for 2008:

Articles due to editor (UMECRAnews@gmail.com): last day of the preceding month
Newsletter sent to print/emailed: 10th of the month
Newsletter mailed by: 15th of the month
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Thank you for your votes allowing me to continueRader Effective January 12, 2008; Mary Mott has re-

Rep for the next two years. If | do not happenee gou at a signed her position of Vice President of UMECRA

ride send your comments to me at miranch@hotmail.cb do to personal reasons. She has also informed me

will be sure your voice is heard. — Max Bernsdorf that the Kettle Classic Ride will not be held. Mar
has been on the board of UMECRA for many years

| would also like to thank the riders of UMECRA fie- and she will be missed. Please extend your thanks

electing me as their representative. In additiamuld like to her the next time you see her for her longewfty

to take this opportunity to thank departing rideps Bettina volunteering and help in making UMECRA a solid

Koehn and Paula Rapp for their efforts represerttiegiders organization. — Sheryl Levin

of UMECRA, and to welcome new rider reps Linda Higiar
and Julie Jackson to the board. Contact informdto all of
your officers is on the back cover. — Sharon Hahn

NEW VERSATILITY AWARD FOR 2008

GLDRA has volunteered to sponsor the Charles Phillips and J Dalmaar Shamrsatiliy Award begin-
ning with the 2008 ride season.

This is a new award for 2008 and is meant to HONOR Charles and Sharri for their lovespbd@and in
particular, in showing everyone just how versatile they can be.

Charles and Sharri have won the AHDRA versatility award twice and Chaddssretired horse Whitney
won it once. They have set the bar high for anyone wanting to compete for thd$ awar

To qualify for this award a horse/rider team must be a member of UMECRA, doraumi of 2 competi-
tive rides, 2 limited distance and 2 endurance. There will be a grand champion agdeaaieampion. No
divisions.

HIGH POINT SENIOR EQUINE AWARD

This award will honor the equine 20 years of age or older that accrues the highesr of UMECRA
points during the season. The equine may compete in multiple divisions (enduranag distgtece, com-
petitive, novice, driving) and with any number of riders. The equine must complete 4t iieles to be
eligible. In the event of a tie, other factors such as miles completed ansteoogiof performance/
completion will be considered to determine the winner.

To be considered for the award, each equine should be nominated in writing accompanied diyag®of
(registration papers or vet letter or other evidence for unregisteredighiRiease send nominations to:
Sharon Hahn, 22175 Cedar Drive NW, Oak Grove, MN 55011.

This award will be sponsored by Sharon Hahn for now although Sharon is looking for an outside sponsor
such as a manufacturer of senior feed.



| would like to nominate an individual | feel has all
the attributes to qualify for the UMECRA Hall of
Fame. This individual has put on rides for the past
21 years and as of this year has sponsored 27,665
miles of competition for our enjoyment. This ride
season the White River Rides had a total of 935
miles for competitors to choose from, along with
1,050 miles from Shore to Shore Ride for our
choosing, making a grand total of 1,985 in one
year. As any ride manager should know that is an
outstanding number of miles and | for one am very
thankful that we have such a dedicated individual
in the UMECRA organization. Entries fees in the
above mentioned rides have been kept to a mini-
mum in the open and junior division, as an incen-
tive to encourage more participation for new com-
ers to the sport of endurance and competitive rid-
ing. This ride manager has spent many long hours
waiting up to greet his 100 mile riders as they
crossed the finish line only to greet them the next
morning with a warm breakfast. This individual’s
generosity has gone well beyond his our ride man-
agement. | myself have withessed services being
extending to other ride manager after having trav-
eled many hours to attend their ride. Services
where also extended to other competitors as well,
as they where preparing for the next days event. |

remember the year that this person organized a bu:

to take GLDRA members to the UMECRA ban-
guet in cold Minnesota. Do | mean cold that year?
| believe there still could be a pair of socks out
there frozen to a bus window. This individual has
support the UMECRA organization as a Board of
Director Member for at least 15 years and also on
the AERC Limited Distance Committee. The per-
sonal accomplishment of this individual as a com-
petitor has been quite impressive over the past few
years. 2005 accomplishment includeiil UME-
CRA Limited Distance Endurance® & AERC
Limited Distance, ¥ AERC Best Condition and in
the top 10 Mileage for the year of 2005. 2006
brought another®lin UMECRA Limited Distance
Endurance, ¥ AERC Limited Distance Endur-
ance, ¥ AERC Best Condition and™ITop 10
Mileage Horse. One only wonders what 2007
would have brought this individual, instead a knee
replacement kept him from competing but surgery
had to be postponed until the end of ride season.
Not so that he could ride all those miles this year
but that he gave us the pleasure of doing so by
continuing to manage his rides. | believe that
Wayne Gastfield’s accomplishments truly exem-
plify the qualities needed to be nominated to the
UMECRA Hall of Fame.

Submitted by Julie Roe




J Dalmaar Sharri +/
2007 UMECRA Rider’s Choice

It is my pleasure to nominate J Dalmaar Sharrittie UMECRA Rider's Choice Award for 2007. Shatris a perfect example
of the requirements for induction.

Sharri+/ has been a consistent competitor sincagdleof five. She finished in the Top Ten durirg tirst year of competition
and has done so every year since.

During her career, Sharri+/ has overcome significatbacks. The most dramatic occurred in 200& Iad an anaphylactic
shock reaction to a rabies vaccination. She aldiest She was down on the ground when found ttodk 24 hours just to sta-
bilize her. Three weeks later she finished sednride 50 mile Shore to Shore Cool Down endurait= r

| have come to know Sharri+/ well during CharledIls’ illness this season. Sharri+/ has acceptedas a rider and her new job
assignment with grace and dignity. She has takeomwonderful trail rides at my speed! Plus shguich a people horse, often
staying near anyone who happens to be at the bdievuiof being out in the pasture with the herd.

Whoever has ridden near Sharri+/ knows she shovwny mepressions while under saddle. If you rider tes, you had better
watch out. She can really snake her neck, lay &ex lzack and tell your horse “no way, no way, dgait even think of getting in
front of me.” Itis quite a hoot! Fellow endurandders are sure surprised to hear that shetliediottom of the pecking order at
our barn even below Rachel Clark’s “Pony” afterngising her ways on the trail.

To date, Sharri+/ has over 2600 miles completeceundmpetition. She is very obedient and haslkextegground manners. She
truly enjoys the sport and is an exciting horsgde, always willing to respond to whatever chafjerput to her, always giving her
best.

Sharri+/ has shown superior ability in multipleidiens. She has consistently finished in the Tep ih both the Endurance and
Competitive divisions. When not in the Top Terg $las finished as champion of a Restricted DivisiBlease see listings below:

— Submitted for nomination by Roseanna Clark
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UMECRA Newsletter

c/o Sharon Hahn
22175 Cedar Dr. NW
Oak Grove, MN 55011
WWW.umecra.com

()

) o+ I
Send news to:
UMECRAnews@gmail.com
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